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The history of the Kurahaupo Waka in
the northern South Island goes back to
the time of Kupe defeating the giant
squid in Raukawa Moana (Cook Strait)
and flooding Ka Para te Hau (Lake
Grassmere). The name Kurahaupo is
derived from the lunar rainbow and
was used as a navigation aid by
Whatonga to travel to Aotearoa.

The Kurahaupo Tohu is a strong
representation of the status of

the Kurahaupo Iwi as the original

or indigenous people of Nelson,
Marlborough and West Coast. The
design and colours portray both the
physical and metaphysical elements of
mana; displaying Mana atua (protection
of the gods), Mana tupuna (descent
from celebrated ancestors) and Mana
whenua (identity on the land).

The Tohu is centered around the double
koru or “mango tipi” (mako shark)
design. The double koru represents
rejuvenation or life and the mango
tipi represents tenacity and strength.
This design has been chosen to
represent the kaitiaki (guardians)
Kaikaiawaro and Tutaeporoporo both
of whom are said to have traveled with
the Kurahaupo to this region. The three
unopened fern fronds represent future
generations of the three Iwi that make
up the Te Wai Pounamu (South Island)
section of the Kurahaupo Waka. The
tail represents the lunar rainbow.

The colours chosen for the tohu are
also symbolic; white for the protection
of the gods, green for the Te Wai
Pounamu and black for the unknown
future. The white on green also
suggests the east-west spread of the
tribal territory in the Te Wai Pounamu.






